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August 7, 2008 
 
 
TO:  Bob Anez and Sam Lemaich 

FROM: Sally Hilander, Victim Information Specialist 

RE:   Corrections Advisory Council report 

During my May 14 presentation to the Council, I described issues related to our ability to reach 
victims with information about our victim programs. The council asked that I follow up at the 
August meeting with ideas about how we might include prosecutors in our victim services 
strategy. 

I invited myself to present at the Montana County Attorneys Association’s November meeting in 
Billings. Lewis and Clark County Attorney Leo Gallagher, the organization’s secretary, will ask 
that DOC victim services be on the agenda.  

So far, I have identified three topics for discussion at the MCAA meeting: 

(1) The county attorney’s office is the first place where victims might learn that they must 
register with the DOC if they wish to be notified when the offender’s custody status changes. 
These changes include transfers, releases, parole hearings, escapes, and deaths. 

(2) Most victims do not understand the difference between a DOC commit and a prison sentence. 
Prosecutors would do victims a great service if they explained that most offenders who 
receive a DOC commit do not go to prison. 

(3) Inmates sometimes violate the victim no-contact provision of sentencing orders by making 
contact with their victims via phone calls, letters, and third party contacts. What is the county 
attorney’s role in these cases? 

I welcome the opportunity to share these ideas with council members August 12 and hear any 
recommendations they may have. Thank you. 

 


